《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 2 Peter》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER.
EUSEBIUS, in his ecclesiastical history, book 3. chap. 3, says, “One epistle of Peter, called his first, has by general consent been received as genuine, because the worthy ancients have in former ages quoted it in their writings, as of undoubted and undisputed authority. But with regard to that called his second epistle, we have been told by our predecessors that it was not acknowledged as part of the new testament. Notwithstanding, because to many it seemed useful, it was diligently read, together with the other scriptures.”

The ancients laboured under great defects of general knowledge; they had not the advantages of the press, which opens a flood of intelligence from all the world. Dr. Lardner, in vol. 2. of his credibility of the gospel, has proved that Eusebius was uninformed of the use which the ancients made of this epistle. St. Clement, of Rome, makes three allusions to the second chapter, and one to the third. It is twice referred to in the Pastor by Hermes, is clearly cited by Justin Martyr, and often so by subsequent writers. But as Peter speaks in strong words of the deity of Christ, heretics were not deficient in caveats and scruples. They urge that it was not admitted into the Syrian canon of the new testament.

The epistle contains its own defence. The name, Simon Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. He also mentions his great age, and the approximation of his martyrdom; the glory he saw, and the voice he heard at the transfiguration. In all, we find the same apostle, the same style, diversified only by years and circumstances, and the same paternal spirit breathing through the whole. He speaks with the dignity of an apostle, and calls Paul his beloved brother. What more can hypercriticism require?

The aim and design of the two epistles coincide. He writes generally to all christians, illustrating the strong foundation of their faith and hope. He enforces divine precepts by the weight of ancient example, and alarms the conscience of sinners by the approaching judgment of a vindictive God. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-21
2 Peter 1:1-2. Simon Peter, the Greek is Symeon, as in two other places of the Greek text. To them that have obtained like precious faith, the christians of every name. Through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Isaiah 45:8. Romans 3:20. Middleton, on the Greek article, says that this is spoken of one Person, the same as in Titus 2:13. The argument is fair, because God the Father is the fountain of deity. The like argument applies to verse the second. Grace and peace — through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:3. Christ being called God our Saviour, he is to us what he was to Abraham. Genesis 17:7.

2 Peter 1:3. According to his divine power; for we are blessed in Christ according to the fulness of the promises, and according to his abundant mercy. The inestimable love of God is the source whence all our comforts flow. The two words, δοξα and αρετη, glory and virtue, are used here emphatically to denote the glory to which we are called, as in Romans 8:21; or the courage and constancy with which we should confess the truth.

2 Peter 1:4. Whereby, δῖ ων; the antecedent is, God our Saviour, the ever- living and self-existent God, as appears from Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:8; Revelation 11:17. He ever lives to perform to posterity what he promised to the fathers in past ages. He has given us in the grand chain of our calling, exceeding great and precious promises in the new covenant, to allure us from corruption, and to make us partakers of the divine nature; or to give us a new heart, and a right spirit, that this new nature may be in us what concupiscence is in the world.

The manner in which the promises have been given is particularly worthy of remark. When Abraham was afraid of the cruel kings of Canaan, God said, “Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield and exceeding great reward.” Such also were the seasonable promises which he gave to Paul, in Corinth, in prison, and when at sea. As the clouds rise out of the ocean, and water all the plains in their course, and descend on the droughty mountains, so the precious promises, after watering all ages of the church, descend on the hill of Zion with the rich treasures of grace reserved for the latter day. Our weak faith underrates the inestimable value of the promises, which contain all the treasures of grace and glory.

2 Peter 1:5-7. Add to your faith virtue. Faith, embracing the promises, must be vigorous, must display its energies from the interior life which the promises communicate, by boldly confessing the truth. This faith, which renews the heart, must be associated with the knowledge of Christ, the grace, which according to Paul, gave him confidence concerning the stability of the churches. Temperance, the grace which commands the passions, regulates the affections, and the appetite, in diet, in dress and behaviour, and patience in bearing afflictions. Godliness, which by conversing with heaven, sheds a glory on all our walk and outward conduct. And particularly so in brotherly kindness, regarding the brethren with affection and goodwill. If we love God for himself, we shall love the brethren as his children.

2 Peter 1:8-9. If these things be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. The true way to attain the knowledge of the Lord is to do his will: he is blind that seeks it in any other way. The fathers in Christ have known him that is from the beginning.

2 Peter 1:10. Give diligence to make your calling and election sure, as the husbandman is indefatigable in all the labours of agriculture to ensure, with the blessing of heaven, a joyful harvest. This exhortation associates with all others of a like nature. Give diligence that ye may be found of him in peace — so run that ye may obtain — let no man take thy crown. A world of snares and dangers require cautions.

2 Peter 1:12-15. I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things. St. Peter had the crown of martyrdom before him, as the Lord had showed him, and remarkably so. John 21:18. Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, to be nailed to the cross, as Origen testifies in Eusebius.

2 Peter 1:16-18. We have not followed cunningly devised fables, ingeniously composed with intent to deceive, which Erasmus opposes to the rustic simplicity of truth. We were eye-witnesses of his majesty, of the honour and glory he received on the mount, when a voice proceeding from the excellent glory said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Yes, we testify this in life, and under the aspects of death, that we saw this glory and heard this voice. We know therefore on whom we have believed, and are sure that this Saviour is the Son of God.

2 Peter 1:19. We have also a more sure word of prophecy. So John Calvin reads, and our version, made in Swisserland, has copied the difficulty. The adverb also disturbs the sense. The Mons version is worse. Mais nous avons les oracles des prophetes, dont la certitude est plus affermie. Certainly St. Peter did not meant to say, that any oracle of the prophets was more sure than the testimony of the three disciples, who saw the glory, and heard the voice upon the mount. Erasmus relieves us here: he refers the word of prophecy to the voce Patris, the voice of the Father. This is equivalent to, And therefore we have a more sure word of prophecy, surpassing any thing that the seers ever witnessed; to which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts. The critics are not agreed here. Some say that the jews, not yet enlightened by the gospel, would do well to attend to the prophets, as to the light of the stars till Christ, the sun of righteousness, should arise and shine into their hearts. Others think, and with fairer ground, that the present state of our christian knowledge is but in its infancy, and must be so till the light himself shall be revealed from heaven. Now we know in part, till that which is perfect shall come.

2 Peter 1:21. Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man. The version is uncouth. The reading of the Vulgate is preferable: “prophecy never came by the will of man.” All is glory in the characters of revelation. The truths of God must not be confounded with the reasonings of men.

REFLECTIONS.
This blessed apostle, now about to receive the martyrs’ crown, lived in the centre of a divine lustre. His heart overflowed with heaven, and all good wishes to the churches. Faith and righteousness, grace and peace, he multiplies in benedictions on the church, through the knowledge of God, which exalted the christians so much above the heathen; and the knowledge of Christ, which placed them so far above the jews. Did we but know the treasures of the gospel, and the hope which is laid up for us in heaven, we should not be so indifferent about our high calling.

This grace, and all these privileges, are consonant to the great and precious promises anciently given us in the Messiah. These promises we may compare to the tree of life. I will be thy God. This is the trunk of the tree: pardon, adoption, the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, and deliverance in all trials by the promised presence of God to the end, are the great branches of the tree, extending to every case, and every possible want of the church. How great and precious are they in their nature, how balmy and seasonable in their application in the ministry, and when whispered to the heart by the Holy Spirit. They lie scattered in the scriptures as the flowers which be-spangle the meadows, encouraging and inviting timid man to escape corruption, and return to God.

After we have so escaped, or come out from among the wicked, we must diligently grow in grace by the aid of the promises. To faith, virtue must he added, having courage to confess the truth in defiance of the world. To knowledge of the truth, and of morality, must also be added, a deeper acquaintance with God in his works and ways. Temperance, or rather abstinence, the due care of the body, to prove that grace reigns within. Patience in tribulation, deeper piety, and a martyr’s love to the brethren in Christ, will complete a constellation of virtues in the christian, and make him shine as the firmament.

A good man’s lustre in heaven shall infinitely surpass his appearance on earth. Here he is often called hypocrite and deceiver, and his infirmities are construed into lies and crimes; but in heaven an abundant entrance shall be administered to his soul. Nothing is so elevating as the idea of Christ presenting a glorified spirit faultless to the Father with exceeding joy. All his sins forgiven and buried in oblivion; all his conflicts, his victories, his virtues recounted with the adorning lustre of the Saviour’s merit. Melt, oh my soul, at the idea, and caution thyself anew against relapsing into any sin, or the slightest aberration from this most holy faith. Yea, give all diligence to win the prize, and make thy calling and election sure.

The reality, the proof and assurance of this hope, that is in us, crowns the whole. The apostles have not followed a cunningly devised fable in preaching this gospel to the world. They were eye-witnesses of the Lord’s honour and glory when he was transfigured on the mount. David, personating the Father, had often called him Son; but the apostle had a more sure and firm word of prophecy. They heard the Father’s voice pronounce the title of his beloved Son, who was of ineffable generation, and who is the image of his eternal glory. The evidence is beyond dispute, and the christian’s ear on this head can bear no dispute. To this word of prophecy we must take heed till the day-star, the Lord himself, arise in our hearts. While the two disciples were going to Emmaus, and heard these prophecies expounded, their hearts burned within them; and the noble eunuch also hearing Philip expound Isaiah 53. was converted to God, and went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8. Let believers also keep the promises before them till the Light himself shall come from heaven, and shed eternal day upon his church. Then shall darkness and death be for ever done away. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22
2 Peter 2:1. False teachers — who bring in damnable heresies. Sects leading to perdition, and to the extreme of punishment. Who were they? They were yet to come, in part; the roots only began as yet to shoot; hence the apostle says, there shall be false teachers among you. Now these were roots, or offsets of the gnostics or knowing ones. This sect boasted of superior knowledge, and assumed superior liberty. They broke through the oriental restraint, and introduced women to their feasts. There was no crime that they did not glory to commit. The bacchanalians of Rome, described by Livy in the darkest shades, seem to have received their maxims from this sect by means of a Greek who brought the curse to Rome. The mysteries of their orgies were concealed under the idea of music rooms. The senate most laudably condemned them to death and banishment, being guilty of a singular system of drunkenness, whoredom, and murder. But what had they to do with the christian church; because, as they plagued the world prior to christianity, and perpetuated their system for ages, they could not fail to be known? Answer: some of those hypocrites crept in privily as teachers to make a gain of godliness, and to deceive the unwary.

The Cerinthians may also be alluded to by St. Peter. This sect despised baptism. — Epiphanius heres. 28. They affirmed that Jesus Christ was a mere man. Iren. ib. 1. c. 25. They abused the doctrine of the millennium, as an age of carnal pleasure. Irenæus says that St. John seeing Cerinthus in the bath at Ephesus, said on perceiving him, “Let us go out quickly, lest the building should fall and crush us.” Lib. 3.

The Carpocratians were another sect who greatly troubled the primitive church; and the heathen often confounded the morals of the one with the other. This sect rejected the old testament, and said that the decalogue, or ten commandments, were not binding upon christians. Epiph. heres. 13. They affirmed that Jesus was the son of Joseph; and differed from other men, only by surpassing them in impiety. They did more; they said that the difference between good and evil was only in opinion, and consequently launched the reins to corruption, and brought upon themselves the destruction foretold in this chapter, and by St. Paul, and St. Jude. Now, as the christian church encreased in number and in wealth, these heretics often brought upon them very great shame and grief, denying the Lord that bought them.

St. Peter had in his eye, through the Spirit of prophecy, the Arian apostasy, which caused the candlestick to be removed from the east, and the mosques of mahomet to succeed the temples of the Lord. Happily, as Eusebius remarks, the churches in the western empire were warned on the breaking out of this controversy to hold fast the pure faith as once delivered to the saints. This alarum of the venerable apostle is to be associated with the voice of Christ. Matthew 24:11; Matthew 24:24. Also of Paul, in Acts 20:29-30, 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1.

2 Peter 2:3. Through covetousness, or greediness, shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you; but their long-impending judgment doth not linger, neither doth their destruction slumber. The character of a true teacher is to be known by this one test, — whether he be seeking the salvation of souls, or his own sordid gain. The false prophets alluded to, were those of Jezebel and of after times, walking in their imaginary revelations. The same illusive spirit in men called christian teachers, differed only in circumstances, not in character; they were wolves in sheep’s clothing.

2 Peter 2:4. God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness — in Tartaro adstrictos tradit, restricted them to Tartarus — to be reserved unto judgment. As St. Peter uses the word Tartarus, and as it is the prominent word in the poets for hell, Æneid. 6., I can see no reason why it should not be retained in modern versions. As the fall of angels led to the fall of Adam, it is probable that the patriarchs knew more facts by revelation and by tradition than are come down to us. It is said, “they sinned — they kept not their first estate — they abode not in the truth;” that all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. This, according to the fathers, and largely so in our Milton, Satan refused to do. But those apostate teachers did worse; “they denied the Lord that bought them,” and denied him after knowing the way of truth!

2 Peter 2:9. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations. The sacred writer knew from painful experience that the godly in the present life are exposed to the power of temptation, and that the Lord only can effect their deliverance. Christ himself was tempted in the wilderness; but when the prince of this world came he found nothing in him favourable to his designs, and temptation had no power over him. It is not so with his servants; in them the evil one finds much moral weakness, a comparative ignorance of his devices, a relaxation of their watchfulness, a party within ready to listen to the voice of the charmer, who therefore finds but little difficulty in drawing them into his snare, and entangling them in his net. But He who knows the weakness of the tempted, and the power of the adversary, knows also how to deliver the godly out of temptation, either by enabling them to resist and to overcome, or by making a way for their escape.

When Satan desired to have Peter, that he might sift him as wheat, Jesus prayed for him that his faith might not fail, and at length delivered him out of temptation by a look of mercy in the hall of the highpriest. And still all our safety depends on his intercession, which brings to our aid the succours of his Spirit, and the merciful interpositions of his providence. He delivered Noah, as mentioned in this chapter, by bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly. He delivered Lot, by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes: 2 Peter 2:5-7. And if we keep the word of his patience, he will also keep us from the hour of temptation. Revelation 3:10. Our great Highpriest before the throne having himself suffered, being tempted, is able to succour them that are tempted. Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15.

2 Peter 2:10. That walk after the flesh — and despise government. The Jews, at the time of the writing of this epistle, were beginning the war against the Romans. The old proverb was realized in them: He whom God destroys is first mad. The reins were launched to passion, and the tongue to infamy.

2 Peter 2:14. Having eyes full of adultery. The Latin versions read, “adulteries,” for some copies have the word in the plural: μοιχαλις is literally “adultress.” But vices and virtues being clothed by the ancients in the feminine dress, the sin seems to be so designated here. Those false teachers, the vermin of the primitive church, like the sons of Eli at the altar, had their eyes and hearts, even in the lovefeasts, wandering after the objects of desire. And that cannot cease from sin. — Non cessantes à peccato, that do not cease from sin.

Beguiling unstable souls: δελεαζοντες, a fisherman’s phrase, that as he angles, so those men seduce souls by the bait of present or of promised pleasures. It is said of antichrist in the latter day, “Neither shall he regard — the desire of women.” Daniel 11:37. Or he shall disregard the hallowed bonds of wedlock. — Greedy of gain, the more to support their sinful desires, they are cursed children, sons of excision, who shall be cut off from the house and altar of the Lord. Jude, writing nearly at the same time, and of the same apostates, calls them clouds without rain, and wells without water; true wisdom is not in their breast. What more can we say? Is not the best comment we can give of men so depraved, a horror of all the miseries into which they are plunged, and a terror of the judgments suspended over them by a vindictive God.

REFLECTIONS.
St. Peter having declared the true faith on which the church is built, raises a strong voice against the false and profligate teachers and heretics, whom he foresaw would attempt to overthrow it by denying the Lord of glory, who had given his life a ransom for men. This is a sin which comprises the essence of every crime; if the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? And would he not have been equally moved, had he lived to the present evil times, to see a multitude of learned professors in the colleges of Europe joining their voices with Arians, Socinians, and others, to overthrow the faith once delivered to the saints. For the present, they speak rather in the dark, but resemble the ancient heretics in being greedy of gain, and die leaving heaps of gold for their heirs, because they know not the charity of him who was delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
Grotius, with his usual tartness, contends that this is the beginning of a new epistle by Simon, but not Simon Peter. But if so, why did Peter leave the words at the end of the second chapter unclosed, without either greetings or salutations; an abruptness unknown to the apostles. This notion is too vague for refutation.

2 Peter 3:1-2. This second epistle is, with one undeviating design, to stir up your pure minds to watchfulness and prayer, and that ye may be mindful of the words of the holy prophets, and also of the cautions repeated by Christ, and by us his apostles, against all false teachers and scoffers at what we say concerning the visitations of God on the jewish nation, and of the fall of the sacred temple. Lactantius says, lib. 4. cap. 21, Petrus et Paulus predicaverunt, &c. “Peter and Paul preached at Rome, and what they preached, being written, remained as a record. In which they predicted many astonishing events, and this among others, that after a short time God would send a king who should vanquish the jews, should level their cities with the ground, and besiege them so closely, that they should be so far reduced by famine, as to feed on the bodies of one another.” — This record is in perfect unison with the holy scriptures.

2 Peter 3:3. Scoffers. The heretics described in the preseding chapter, who scoffed at prophecy respecting the fall of Jerusalem, like the filthy sinners which the deluge washed away. See the reflections on Genesis 8.

Ver, 5, 6. The earth standing out of the water and in the water — perished. The apostle clearly understood, as stated at large on Genesis 8., that the earth was destroyed by the daily flux and reflux of the sea, attended with incessant rain and clouds of darkness for forty days. The quantity of water, as all modern geologists allow, was not more at the deluge than now, but was concentrated and poured out upon a guilty world, to execute the divine vengeance.

2 Peter 3:7. The heavens and the earth — are reserved unto fire. See on Psalms 50:3.

2 Peter 3:8. One day is with the Lord as a thousand years. The time of his second advent may seem long to a suffering church, yet it is not long with him, to whom a day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. Perhaps Peter alludes to the words of Moses, Psalms 90:4 : A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday; which may refer to the deluge, then nearly a thousand years before. The words are cited also by St. Barnabas in his epistle, and referred to, it would seem, by the Erythræan Sibyl: “all time is short with God, who always is, and ever shall exist.” — Zosim. Hist. 11:445.

2 Peter 3:9. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise; he has not retarded its accomplishment, as some might imagine. It is because he awaits with much longsuffering, not willing that any should perish, but that all should return to him by repentance. — Mons version.
2 Peter 3:10. The earth — shall be burnt up. This is foretold in several other passages. Psalms 11:6; Psalms 50:3. Isaiah 33:12-14, 2 Thessalonians 1:8. Well then has the prophet observed, that when Christ shall come to destroy the wicked scoffers at his word, “It shall not be as the battle of the warrior, with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but with burning, and fuel of fire.” Isaiah 9:5.

Mr. Mede here in a very learned manner observes, that the heavens and the earth which perished with water in the flood, could mean no more than the deluge exciting confusion of the elements which destroyed the world. Therefore it is not likely that more than this earth will be destroyed at the great conflagration. The Greek word, soikeia, though it agree with the Chaldaic, menalitta, and often signify the planets, the zodiac, or the hosts of heaven; yet he thinks it should here be restricted to the elements, because the three heavens have each their separate hosts. The third or empyreal heavens have angels for their hosts; the second or ethereal heavens have the stars for their hosts; and these lower heavens are inhabited by the fowls, and unclean spirits, which shall be expelled when the earth is refined by fire. Now, as the starry heavens were not affected by our sin, he sees no reason why they should be destroyed, when God shall purge the earth of the guilt and blood of men. To this burning of the world he applies Haggai 2:6-7; Haggai 2:21-22, which most critics apply to the political heavens. But those awful passages, Jeremiah 4:23; Jeremiah 49:7-22, Ezekiel 25 and Ezekiel 35:12, may perhaps be applied with more propriety. Sacred prophecy is however often mixed in its bearings; hence our Saviour, by an awful climax, proceeds from describing the destruction of Jerusalem to the destruction of the world. On this subject, Sixtus, of Sienna in Italy, has collected the opinions of several gentiles, and of Ambrose, Hilary, and Augustine, which very much coincide with Mr. Mede.

2 Peter 3:13. We, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth. The margin refers us to Isaiah 65:17, which must be erroneous, for the new earth there is connected with agriculture, with the procreation of children, with some sin, and some death. He that dies a hundred years of age, shall die a child, but the sinner, though allowed to attain that age, shall be accounted an execration on the earth. Certainly the prophecies of Isaiah regard the glory of the church in the latter day. But under all those exhilirating figures, it is likely that the piercing eye of prophecy went farther, and glanced on the new heavens and the new earth, described in Revelation 21:22. Be that as it may, we have the plain promise of Christ. I go to prepare a place for you, a heaven where righteousness shall for ever dwell. John 14:3.

2 Peter 3:15-16. Our beloved brother Paul — hath written unto you. See the introduction to the epistle to the Hebrews. Peter here, without hesitation, calls himself a brother of Paul; and by the phrase, according to the wisdom given unto him, utters the common sentiment of the churches, that Paul was divinely inspired. — Which they that are unstable wrest; meaning the jewish sects, and others affecting great regard to the person of Christ. Like the false prophets in Jeremiah’s time, they wrested and perverted all the threatenings that Paul and others had denounced against the infidel nation of the jews. This also they did to their own destruction, for not escaping from Jerusalem, as the christians did, they perished in the siege.

2 Peter 3:17. Beware lest ye also be led away with the error of the wicked. The caution is in unison with the words of Christ in Luke 21:8; Luke 21:34, and of Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2.

2 Peter 3:18. Grow in grace, by building up yourselves in your most holy faith, which produces all the fruits of the Spirit, and all the excellence of the christian temper.

To him be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. This doxology comprises the full worship of the church in every form of prayer, adoration, and praise, presented to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The like glory is often ascribed to Christ, as in John 13:32. If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him, in himself. Also in John 17:5. Now, oh Father, glorify thou me with thy own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. To him every knee must bow, and every tongue confess, in the full worship of the gentile world, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:11. Paul also repeats his ascriptions of praise, when writing to Timothy, saying, To whom be honour and power everlasting. Thus Christ is over all, God blessed for ever. Romans 9:5.

Dr. Macknight on the epistles, like Dr. Campbell on the gospels, may wish to keep his Arianism out of sight, when speaking of Christ and of his glory. But I must protest against many passages as fully coincident with Arianism, passages sported throughout the epistles. Take 1 Corinthians 2:8, for an instance. “They would not have crucified the Lord of glory; the glorious head of his church, and of the world, and the final judge of men.” Now, no Arian would scruple to use those words. But Christ is crowned with glory and honour. Psalms 8:6. Christ is the King of glory. Psalms 24:6. He is the glory of Jehovah, revealed from heaven. Isaiah 40:5. This is the age in which we are peculiarly called to hold fast the form of sound words, and make no concessions to the infidel philosophy given as a substitute for genuine christianity.

REFLECTIONS.
As thorns, and briars, and weeds are the constant vexation of the husbandman, so heretical sects have afflicted the church from the beginning. The false teachers, who sought bread, and made a gain of the church, daily disturbed the peace of the saints, and wounded the minds of the apostles, because they destroyed souls, and called them off from peaceful pastures. They wrested and distorted the scriptures to their interest, or their humour, and finally to their own destruction.

This argument of Peter is a happy one to alarm the scoffers, and to comfort the church, that the heavens shall pass away with a great noise; thunders in all the elements, and thunders in new forms; yea, thunders and rendings in all the subterranean world; the kindling of fires, the quenching of volcanoes, the sea and the waves roaring. Nature convulsed to her centre, and the heavens departing as a scrowl of parchment. Where now, oh nations, are your cities? Where now, oh merchants, are your shipping, and the palaces of your princes! But let us profit by the longsuffering of God, which is salvation to all that wait upon him, to all that repent and believe in Jesus. He is not willing that any should perish; and though sinful, they were made in his image, have been preserved by his care, and bought with an inestimable price. Oh what goodness, what love and tender pity towards sinners, who still persist in their revolt. What more can heaven do to save a ruthless race!

But rejoice, ye righteous, in the burning of the world, and the dissolution of the elements. God shall prepare for you new heavens, and a new earth. “The virtuous there shall dwell, and evermore delights enjoy.” Nothing that mortals have ever seen or known can be compared with the heavens which God will create; the happy kingdom to which he will finally conduct his saints.

The inference is clear and strong; seeing we look for such things, what manner of persons should we be in all manner of temper, of conduct, and deportment? How holy, how wise, how heavenly should we be, seeing we expect the Lord from heaven. Let us grow in grace, by the mortification of sin, and by nourishing the inner man of the heart in all the means of grace. Let us aim at the measure of the stature of Christ. Let us grow by adding to our faith every virtue and adorning of the mind. Let us look on the growth and fruitfulness of the trees and fields, which flourish in their season, and mature their fruits. Let the loveliness of such a state be particularly attractive to us, that when the Lord shall appear, we may have joy at his coming. 

